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neighbours immediately affected. 

Now, after a statutory review, 
the GLA last month instructed 
Lewisham to reject this because 
of insufficient affordable housing, 
despite Meyer’s offer to increase it 
to 25% from 20%. Both Lewisham 
and the GLA have targets of 50%.

The Blackheath Society has 
continually objected to this 
development, partly because of the 
low level of genuinely affordable 
housing, and we support the GLA 
decision, which Meyer can appeal.

In April 2018 the Lewisham 
committee unanimously rejected 
a very similar scheme on a range 
of grounds and Meyer lodged 
an appeal due to be heard this 
summer. 

It remains to be seen whether 
the developer will pursue appeals 
on one or both refusals but it is 
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GLA teLLS LewIShAm to Reject PLANS foR teSco SIte

The Greater London Authority 
has told Lewisham Council 
to reject Meyer Homes’ 
application to build 365 
homes on the former Tesco 
car park at Conington Road, 
overruling a narrow Council 
committee decision to 
approve the scheme.

The project to build three blocks, 
including a 34-storey tower  
(seen right) was approved in a 
4-3 vote by Lewisham’s Strategic 
Planning Committee at the second 
time of asking last December, 
despite offering little benefit for 
Lewisham residents.

Its obvious drawbacks included 
a very low affordable housing 
content, no solid justification for 
the extreme height, inadequate 
addressing of Lewisham station 
access and poor consultation with 

thought most unlikely it will give up 
trying to develop this site. 

Meyer increased its affordable 
housing offer to 25% on a time-
limited basis in the hope of having 
the application approved before a 
doubling of the London Mayor’s 
Community Infrastructure Levy 
from the start of April, which would 
significantly increase its costs. 


