
NEWSLET TER

HIGHLIGH TS

at our AGM by Greenwich Park 
Manager Graham Dear (see page 3). 
We may not be able to prevent tree 
disease and this increases the need 
to be vigilant. How can the Society 
and its members respond?

THE SOCIETY’S RESPONSE

At the end of last year we appealed  
for volunteers to help review 
planning applications covering 
trees across the conservation area. 
There was a good response and we 
are now better placed than ever to 
consider tree applications.

Our main objective is to support 
the councils’ Tree and Enforcement 
Officers in ensuring that any 
applications to fell or maintain trees 
are reasonable and proportionate. 

We are able to undertake regular 
reviews of applications, visit 
locations, make suggestions for 
alternative approaches or raise 
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Trees policy AiMs To coNserve ANd proTecT
London became the world’s 
first National Park City in July, 
with celebrations to mark the 
event launched by the Mayor 
of London, who highlighted his 
commitment to tree planting 
one of our tree volunteers, Bill  
Eldridge, reports.

The Society believes its members 
are very supportive of the benefits 
of trees. We are very fortunate to 
live in a green area of London. 

Few people would argue against 
the benefits that trees bring - at the 
aesthetic level, through improving 
air quality by trapping particulates, 
taking in CO2 and releasing oxygen, 
and by providing diverse habitats 
across the food chain.

But our tree heritage is under 
threat from development and the 
increasing risks of diseases - a 
significant new issue highlighted 

objections, as appears appropriate. 
We also aim to challenge poor 
quality tree applications where 
this makes sense. We have already 
had some success, including 
encouraging tree officers to make 
on-site visits for preserved trees.

House extensions and erecting 
substantial buildings in gardens 
frequently require the destruction of 
trees, the protection of those that 
are to remain and/or replanting of 


