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Introduction 

This document is prepared in response to Lewisham Council’s 2018 Characterisation Study, being 

developed as an input to Lewisham’s next Local Plan. It is produced by The Blackheath Society in 

relation to the LBL Blackheath Ward (which abuts the RBS Greenwich West, Blackheath & Westcombe 

and Middle Park & Sutcliffe Wards).  These wards all include areas close to Blackheath, say within a mile 

of Blackheath Station, that the Society seeks to protect, conserve and enhance. 

Of course, the character of the area does not stop or change exactly at the ward boundary. Not only 

does Blackheath ward have a lot in common with neighbouring the RBG wards above, but also with LBL 

Lee Green ward to the south. Equally, other wards can and do have an impact on the character of 

Blackheath ward.  For example, the building of more homes and higher towers in Lewisham Central and 

Kidbrooke Village affects the population, views and skyline of Blackheath ward. 

In the absence of other guidance on what is required for the Lewisham Characterisation Study, this 

document is using the following definition and statement of benefits: 

‘How to prepare a character assessment to support design policy within a Neighbourhood Plan’ 

published by Planning Aid England, Royal Town Planning Institute 

What is a character assessment?  

A character assessment is a document that describes the distinct appearance and feel of a settlement or 

an area. It communicates the key physical features and characteristics that combine to give a particular 

settlement or an area its local distinctiveness and unique identity.  

The benefits of completing a character assessment  

Poorly designed development proposals are often the result of a lack of understanding of, or in some 

cases a disregard for, the character, feel and appearance of the local area. Such proposals can fail to 

conserve or enhance the unique qualities of the local area for which they are proposed, and may harm 

and erode the existing character.  

Conversely, good design, that is both visually attractive and functional, stems from having an 

understanding of a development’s setting and the character of the local area. This understanding can 

help to ensure that new development proposals are of an appropriate design; one that respects and 

compliments the existing local character.  

By preparing a character assessment you have the opportunity to document and describe the existing 

character of your neighbourhood area. The character assessment can then be used by developers and 

their architects to help them understand the local character.  This in turn will help them to progress 

sensitively designed proposals, in keeping with the feel and appearance of your local area. 

Summary 

The Society identifies three principal character areas within Blackheath Ward, at the extreme north east 

of the Borough where its abuts the Royal Borough of Greenwich (RBG) 
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 The Heath  (of which the northern edge is in the RBG) 

 The Village  (of which the south western edge is in the RBG) 

 The Residential streets  

The Ward contains the following Conservation Areas (CA), each with its own Conservation Area 

Appraisal on which this document draws. 

 Blackheath CA - Designated jointly with Greenwich in 1968, this was London’s first conservation 

area, and is Lewisham’s largest and most diverse in character. 

 St Stephen’s CA - Designated in 1972, the area comprises of the church, vicarage, five storey 

terraces and houses in Cressingham Road, St Stephen’s Grove and Glanville Grove. 

 Belmont CA - Belmont Conservation Area was designated in January 2001. The houses in the area 

were designed by architect Reginald C. Fry and built between 1907 and 1909. 

In fact, at a rough estimate about 90% of the area of the Ward is within the three Conservation Areas. 

Only small areas bordering busy Lee High Road (in the SE and SW) and busy Lewisham Road (in the W 

and NW) are not in Conservation Areas. Those are also overwhelmingly residential and low-rise but 

mainly post 1945: 1970s town houses and flats in the SE towards Lee Green; 1940/50s in the NW at the 

Heathside and Lethbridge Estates, now being regenerated and replaced by towers up to 17 storeys 

(invisible from the Heath) which double the density from 565 to 1192 homes.  

The Heath 

Topography 

The Heath occupies 112 hectares1 (equivalent to more than 100 football pitches) and is one of the 

largest areas of common land in Greater London. It is slightly elevated (115-145 feet [35-44m] above 

sea level), fairly flat, virtually treeless and very sparsely built on except around its perimeter, allowing 

long, unrestricted views in all directions. It is largely open grassland, although it does contain a few 

distinctive features. It is all within the Maritime Greenwich World Heritage buffer zone. 

North of the A2 and thus outside Blackheath Ward though clearly visible from it, the Heath is in RBG, 

where it includes the Long Pond (also known as Folly’s Pond) close to the entrance to Greenwich Park 

(which is part of the Maritime Greenwich World Heritage Site).  

South of the A2, he Heath is all within LBL and Blackheath Ward, where it includes three ponds, Hare 

and Billet, Prince of Wales and Mount’s Pond, with Hare and Billet considered the most natural and 

probably the best wild life habitat. Extraction of chalk, sand and gravel in the 18th and 19th centuries left 

many large pits on the Heath but most were filled and grassed over after WWII, leaving just Vanbrugh 

Pits to the NE (RBG) and Eliot Pits to the SE (LBL). Towards Blackheath Village, another excavated area 

(for sand in the 1800s) is home to a largely concealed street of 24 houses and a primary school in 

Blackheath Vale, with a few large houses ringing it at Heath level and looking back outwards. Close to 

the Village is the picturesque All Saints church standing in splendid isolation. The fringes of the Heath 

                                                             
1 Per ‘The Heath’ (2002) by Neil Rhind, p2 
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are highly irregular and lined with mainly late 18th and 19th century large houses and trees, creating 

interesting little enclaves.  

Character and use 

Blackheath’s size, flatness, openness and lack of many buildings or trees gives it a sense of 

spaciousness, tranquillity and open skies - despite the constant traffic crossing it via the 2-lane A2 (the 

main road to Dover for centuries). It is very popular for walking, running (including The London 

Marathon and regular shorter fun/charity walks), cycling, football (at weekend) and kite-flying. 

Although no longer used for it, it gave birth to the first golf club south of the Scottish border(1608), the 

world’s first independent rugby and hockey clubs (mid-18th century) and three of the eleven founder 

members of the Football Association. In the 18th century, Blackheath was the home of Greenwich 

Cricket Club and a venue for first-class cricket matches, and cricket continued to be played on the 

'Heath' but at a junior level, with London County Council maintaining 36 pitches by 1890, after which 

play transferred to Rectory Fields in Charlton. The Heath is now used regularly for weekend amateur 

football and for public events such as funfairs, circuses and the annual summer ONBlackheath pop 

festival and autumn firework display. 

The character of the Heath is indissolubly linked with its topography, history, views and surrounding 

buildings. 

History 

Blackheath was a rallying point for Wat Tyler's Peasants' Revolt of 1381, and for Jack Cade's Kentish 

rebellion in 1450. Wat Tyler is remembered by Wat Tyler Road on the Heath, and Jack Cade by Cade 

Road opposite the Ranger’s House. After pitching camp on Blackheath, Cornish rebels were defeated in 

the Battle of Deptford Bridge (or Battle of Blackheath), just to the west, on 17 June 1497. 

During the seventeenth century Blackheath was a common assembly point for English Armies. In 1673 

the Blackheath Army was assembled under Marshal Schomberg to serve in the Third Anglo-Dutch War. 

The major events and characters, flora and fauna of the Heath are celebrated by seven storyboards 

erected in April 2018, as well as in books of local history, especially by local historian Neil Rhind. 

Views and skyline 

There are long-distance views in all directions from the central area of the Heath, including north to 

Greenwich Park and Docklands, east towards elevated Shooters Hill, south towards Crystal Palace (the 

transmitter can be clearly seen from Prince of Wales Road) and west towards the City and central 

London (the Shard can be glimpsed from Hare and Billet Road, as can Canary Wharf from the west 

Heath). 

From the edges of the Heath, there are middle-distance views into the Village, towards impressive 

period houses lining St Germans Place, The Paragon, Montpelier Row (including the Clarendon Hotel), 

Grotes Buildings, Eliot Place and Dartmouth Terrace. Glimpses can also be seen between houses and 

trees of many church spires in various directions. Regrettably, since around 2010 a number of tower 

blocks higher than20 storeys have started to appear on the skyline to the south east (in Lewisham town 

centre) and to the south west (in Kidbrooke Village).   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greenwich_Cricket_Club
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greenwich_Cricket_Club
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First-class_cricket
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London_County_Council
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wat_Tyler
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peasants%27_Revolt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jack_Cade
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cornwall
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cornish_Rebellion_of_1497
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blackheath_Army
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marshal_Schomberg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Third_Anglo-Dutch_War
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There are also many and varied short-distance views into little enclaves such as Camden Row, The 

Orchard/Aberdeen Terrace, and Granville Park/Mounts Pond Road. To quote the Conservation Area 

Assessment: “The Heath is breath-taking simply because of its scale and changing character as one 

travels through it.” This is true at different times of day, in different weathers and seasons. Every few 

paces, one is presented with new views and vistas, near and far. 

The Heath is within the buffer zone of the Greenwich World Heritage Site. It is enclosed almost entirely 

on all sides by listed buildings, with Greenwich Park filling the gap along most of its north side. This 

reflects the exceptionally high quality of the historic townscape in this character area. 

The Blackheath Conservation Area Assessment lists ten areas of distinct character (1a to 1e) on or close 

to the edges of the Heath that look out on to it and form its backdrop: 

https://www.lewisham.gov.uk/myservices/planning/conservation/Documents/BlackheathCAAppraisal.pdf  

 Character Area 1a: Dartmouth Terrace and Wat Tyler Road  

 Character Area 1b: Lewisham Hill and Eliot Hill 

 Character Area 1c: Holly Hedge House 

 Character Area 1d: Aberdeen Terrace and Eliot Vale (west) 

 Character Area 1e: The Orchard, Orchard Drive, North Several and Eliot Vale (part) 

 Character Area 1f: Eliot Place 

 Character Area 1g: Blackheath Vale, Duke Humphrey Road (part) and Talbot Place 

 Character Area 1h: Grote’s Place, Grotes Buildings, Lloyds Place, Eliot Cottages, Hare & Billet Public 

House and Camden Road 

 Character Area 1i. Montpelier Row 

 Character Area 1j: South Row 

It also draws attention to the role of trees around and on the Heath in general: 

“In very general terms, the presence of groups of trees placed around edges and nodes of the Heath 

complemented by ponds provide very attractive and interesting punctuations in the open landscape. 

Trees form the foreground and setting in many cases to listed buildings and buildings which make a 

positive contribution to the character and appearance of the conservation area.” 

It also highlights ways in which trees structure and enhance views in particular areas of the Heath.  

The Assessment has a key section on ‘Views, vistas and panoramas’ of three broad types: local, strategic 

and London wide. This covers the whole Conservation Area, including residential streets. 

The Village 

Topography 

The Village is situated in a natural valley on the railway line from Lewisham to Bexleyheath, which 

follows the Kid Brook valley (formerly known as Wricklemarsh Brook) which is aligned east-west. Three 

main roads descend into it, Blackheath Village from the South (from Lewisham and Lee Green), and 

Tranquil Vale and Montpelier Vale from the NW and NE respectively (from Greenwich, Charlton and 

https://www.lewisham.gov.uk/myservices/planning/conservation/Documents/BlackheathCAAppraisal.pdf
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Shooters Hill). The Village is all built-up, with very few green spaces and few trees, though it opens out 

straight on to the Heath to the north from Royal Parade which joins Tranquil Vale to Montpelier Vale. 

Character and use 

The character and use of the Village is mixed commercial and residential. The main thoroughfares are 

predominantly commercial on the ground floor and residential or commercial above. Side streets 

quickly become mainly residential. The commercial split is just over 50% retail and hairdressers, 20% 

banks and estate agents and 25% pubs/bars/restaurants/cafes. Some cafes have pavement tables. 

The streets and pavements are mainly narrow and sloping in the centre but opening out towards the 

Heath. Curving Blackheath Village crosses the railway bridge outside the station and forms a focal point, 

with bus stops for several routes serving nearby residential areas. The Age Exchange centre provides a 

community spaces and a library, and there is still a Post Office and two banks. A large Farmers’ Market 

takes place every Sunday in the station car park. 200m to the south are imposing public buildings in the 

form of the Conservatoire of Music (1881) and the Blackheath Halls (1895). 

There are two junior schools close to the centre of the Village (John Ball and Blackheath High Junior) 

and two more on the Heath (All Saints and Blackheath Prep). Heath House Prep School occupies 

Tranquil Hall, the 1851 schoolroom in an attractive passageway through the north of the Village.  

The station, bus stops, schools, and financial premises, the shops, cafes, pubs, restaurants (all small and 

mainly independent but with a growing chain presence) and the other public amenities ensure that the 

Village is busy and bustling from early to late every day of the week. 

It is worth quoting the Blackheath Conservation Area Assessment in full for a proper appreciation of the 

Village’s character: 

“The Village comprises two converging streets of varying section which once merged go on to cross the 

railway and curve up the south side of the valley. The topography of this character area and tight urban 

grain make this a memorable part of the conservation area with a strong sense of place.  

“In contrast to the main thoroughfares, a network of mews, tight streets and alleyways interconnect 

Tranquil Vale, Royal Parade and Montpelier Vale and are unique to the Blackheath Conservation area. 

They have an authenticity and simplicity and intimate human scale which is particularly pleasing and 

sensitive to change.  

 “The majority of built form dates from a period c.1790 to 1880. This has created a degree of 

consistency of architectural style, particularly within the shop terraces of the 1840s which were usually 

developed in groups rather than on an individual piecemeal basis. However, terraces do vary in detailed 

execution and it is this subtle variation in the use of string courses, window emphasis, parapet cornices 

and console brackets between shopfronts which emphasises and reflects the various periods of 

construction and adds to the strong cohesive character of the Village as a whole.  

 “The scale of building varies dramatically from the apparent single storey of the railway station to the 

Village (actually a two storey building set at track level) to the four storeys of Royal Parade and 

Montpelier Vale. It is this variation in scale, which contributes to the significant visual interest of the 

townscape. The building line is consistent to streets but is seen to carefully enclose Montpelier Vale 
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with a comfortable consistent street section which is then contrasted with Tranquil Vale which widens 

on rising up the hill, out towards the Heath breaking back at the Crown Hotel, which opens its façade 

towards the Heath and creates an informal square to the side of the thoroughfare.  

 “The curve in the road at the valley floor means that all views are closed by buildings at this point. This 

adds to the strong urban feel to the Village which contrasts so dramatically with the openness of the 

Heath a short distance away.  

 “The survival in numbers of good quality traditional shopfronts and replica shopfronts (see shopfronts 

survey) contributes to the real sense of an historic village. This is combined with the relatively high 

number of consistently well-detailed groups of late eighteenth century and nineteenth century 

buildings retaining much of their features.  

 “The gateway qualities of the townscape to this part of the conservation area also extend to the 

southern approach to the Village which is framed by the well detailed, articulated and appropriately 

scaled Selwyn Court and row of shops and late nineteenth century buildings lining the London Borough 

of Greenwich boundary. These culminate in a very thoughtfully detailed single storey building which 

turns the corner and forms a very prominent feature in the townscape.  

 This character area has surprisingly few listed buildings but almost all buildings make a positive 

contribution towards the character and appearance of the conservation area. Buildings are generally in 

good repair and have a high degree of historic detailing remaining.” 

The Appraisal also identifies a sub-area of the Village consisting of Collins Street and South Vale Road 

(Character Area 9a) as having a special character: 

“This sub area of the Village is closely related to the rapid increase in popularity of Blackheath as a 

commuter satellite settlement to nineteenth century London. The roads are laid out parallel to the 

railway with Collins Street (laid out in 1869) fronting onto what was formerly goods yards and sidings, 

now Blackheath Station car park and Southvale Road (1870-71) further up the hill.  

“The houses are modest two storey terraced houses some with bays; brick with natural slate roofs and 

some stucco dressings; keystones and door surrounds (South Vale Road) and contrasting coloured brick 

and dentil eaves courses (Collins Street).  

 “The present relationship of Collins Street to the station car park is uncomfortable with a high timber 

boarded fence between the latter and the opposite edge of the narrow Collins Street.   

 “The roofscape of Collins Street and the parallel terraces above is a strong defining image to the train 

traveller to Blackheath, this being one of the first views of the Village on looking north from the train 

track.” 

History 

In summary, the majority of buildings date from around 1790 to 1880 and the Village contains many 

well-preserved shops in buildings of varying Georgian and Victorian styles. The construction of the 

railway, arriving in Blackheath in 1849, was a major factor for the suburban expansion of the 

surrounding area during the second half of the century. 



Blackheath Ward – a character study by The Blackheath Society 
 

Blackheath Ward Character Assessment Page 7 
 

Views and skyline 

There are no long or medium-distance views from the centre of the Village, but some pleasing short 

distance views through it (traffic permitting!), including one looking north down the hill towards the 

station and Village centre that has been reproduced regularly over many years. However, looking north, 

at the top of Tranquil and Montpelier Vales and from Royal Parade, there are a lot of attractive views of 

All Saints Church and the Heath. 

Residential streets 

Topography 

Residential streets away from the Heath are mainly on gentle downward slopes, though some are 

steeper closer to Lewisham Town Centre to the west. 

Character and use 

The residential areas of the Ward are mainly within one of the three Conservation Areas, Blackheath 

(mainly within easy walking distance of Blackheath Village and station) and Belmont and St Stephen’s 

(within easy walking distance of Lewisham station and Town Centre). This gives two distinct but linked 

and overlapping neighbourhoods. There are a few busy arterial roads/bus routes – Lee Road, Lee High 

Road (A20), Lewisham Road, Lawn Terrace/Belmont Hill (B220), Lewisham Hill – but most are quiet, 

tree-lined streets. Even the main roads are tree-lined except for Lee High Road and Lewisham Road. 

The Conservation Area Appraisal for these residential areas is worth quoting. 

First of all in general terms, outside the Village “the …dominant use through the conservation area is 

residential. Within this category there are three important building types: the single-family dwelling 

house, the converted house and the flat block. Blackheath has retained many of its grand houses in 

single occupancy whereas in many other areas of London, similarly large houses have been converted 

into flats.” 

“The flat blocks within the conservation area are varied in quality with some successfully integrated 

groups. Selwyn Court is a building that, although controversial at its inception, has shown over time to 

be of some quality and townscape importance on the southern entrance to the Village. The flat blocks 

immediately to the north of the railway are well grouped and take good advantage of the sloping 

wooded sites.” 

The Appraisal then expands on various Character Areas within Residential streets (Character Area 1 is 

on the Heath and its edges) starting in the NW and N, then crossing the railway to the SW and SE of the 

Conservation Area: 

 Character Area 2: Lewisham Hill, Blackheath Rise, Prince’s Rise and Morden Hill 

 Character Area 3: Dartmouth Hill, north end of Dartmouth Row, Blackheath Hill 

 Character Area 4: Allison Close 

 Character Area 5: Dartmouth Row & Dartmouth Grove 

 Character Area 6: Granville Park, Oakcroft Road, St Austell Road, Walerand Road and The Knoll 

 Character Area 7: Heath Lane 
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 Character Area 8: Railway Environs   (north and south of railway line) 

 Character Area 10: Lee Terrace and The Glebe 

 Character Area 11. Belmont Hill and Belmont Grove 

 Character Area 12: St Margaret’s Church and churchyard opposite and Church Terrace 

 Character Area 13: Quentin Road, Belmont Park, Dacre Park, Eton Grove, Kingswood Place, St 

Margaret’s Passage, Brandram Road and Glenton Road 

 Character Area 14: Lock Chase 

 Character Area 15: Lee Park and Lee Road 

 Character Area 16: Ryculff Square 

 Character Area 17: Merchant Taylors Almshouses 

In terms of architectural character, the Appraisal concludes that “the extensive survival of high quality 

historic architecture in Blackheath is a rewarding part of the quality of the conservation area. Early 

suburbs and individual houses of the eighteenth and nineteenth century are interspersed with later 

development, albeit some of varying quality. However, the delight is generally in the survival of 

important townscape defining groups which have retained their architectural integrity and settings.” 

It goes on to note also that “the conservation area has a positive history of the patronage and 

embracing of modern buildings” and that “there are a number of good groups of modern houses and 

some individual one-off houses of note”. Examples are given. 

To the long list of Blackheath Character Areas may be added further areas designated later in St 

Stephen’s CA and Belmont CA, close to Lewisham Town Centre between lower Belmont Hill and the 

railway line to Blackheath. 

St Stephen’s Conservation Area 

Designated in 1972 (4 years after Blackheath), this area seems not to have a lengthy character appraisal, 

but its architectural character can be summarised as consisting of St Stephen’s Church (1863 – listed), 

vicarage, five storey parallel terraces in Cressingham Road, St Stephen’s Grove and Granville Grove and 

then lower terraces continuing in Cressingham Road. There is variety between terraces but great 

consistency within terraces. 20/21st century additions are few and have been mainly sympathetic 

and/or hidden away out of sight. The materials used consist of London stock brick, slate roofs and 

stuccoed door and window cases. 

Belmont Conservation Area 

Belmont Conservation Area was designated in January 2001 and comprises two character areas:  

The Boyne Road Area consists of the semi-detached houses at the top of Boyne Road and in Caterham 

Road, which were designed by architect Reginald C. Fry and built between 1907 and 1909. The terraced 

houses in the lower half of Boyne Road are slightly earlier and less elaborate, dating from around 1905. 

This development formed the basis of Fry’s entry to the Daily Mail Home of the Year competition in 

1912. It is a good example of an Edwardian development displaying the prevailing fashion of house 

design and eclectic taste of the period. There is variety but consistency. 

Despite the relative consistency of plan-form and layout within the area, the houses themselves show 

great variety in design and architectural detailing with Old English, Arts and Crafts, Neo-Georgian and 

Queen Anne style influences all apparent, sometimes in the same property. They are a good example of 
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an Edwardian development, displaying the prevailing fashion of house design and eclectic taste of the 

period. 

The Belmont Hill Area (6-24 Belmont Hill) consists of a number of early-mid 19th century villas, formerly 

known in part as Cornwall Terrace, lined along the southern side of Belmont Hill as it curves down 

towards Lewisham town centre. The buildings are either detached, semi-detached, or linked by later 

additions to form short terraces. There is a consistent building line set well back from the road and a 

consistent height of 2-2 ½ storeys. 

 

Conclusion for residential streets 

What unifies these residential streets in the three conservation areas is both their variety and yet their 

consistency of evolving styles of residential living over the Victorian and Edwardian eras (1860s to 

1910s); their relative lack of change and damage; their separateness from village/town centres (no 

shops) and yet their close association with those centres and their facilities and transport links; and 

their mainly quiet, hidden, curved and sloping, low-rise, tree-lined residential character and occasional 

“sylvan setting” within easy walking distance of churches, pubs, green spaces, schools and other 

amenities. There is a strong sense of quiet community, continuity and period-character that is worth 

nurturing and conserving as a peaceful backwater in an otherwise busy area close to main roads, shops 

and the modern city. Most of the residential streets are hidden away, invisible to those passing through 

on their way to somewhere else. 

History 

The area mainly developed by the arrival and expansion of the railways from the mid-19th century, 

allowing commuting (6-7 miles to Charing Cross) to begin. It has largely been preserved from  re-

development (including high rise), with newer/later low rise suburbs simply growing up further out 

and/or further from railway stations. 

Views and skyline 

Medium and short-distance views abound.  They consist mainly of attractive tree-lined street scenes of 

homogenous or harmonious residential houses and blocks of flats built over more than 150 years, but 

mainly in London stock brick 1860-1910. Examples are given in an Appendix. 

Conclusion 

Blackheath Ward is only one of eighteen varied Wards in the Borough of Lewisham but it can claim to 

be exceptional. It is situated in the north east corner of the Borough, bordering on the Royal Borough of 

Greenwich. Neighbouring Wards of that Borough share some of its characteristics. Indeed, the 

Blackheath Joint Working Party, an advisory group convened by both Lewisham Council and the Royal 

Borough of Greenwich to bring together Councillors, Officers and Residents to discuss issues of 

relevance to the Blackheath Open Space, is a testament to the shared character and interests. 

Once more, it is worth quoting from the Blackheath Conservation Area Assessment, this time from its 

foreword written by representatives of the Blackheath Society: 
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“Blackheath is a residential suburb in south east London, within two London boroughs, Greenwich and 

Lewisham. Its name comes from the wide treeless plain – the Heath – which is the first high ground out 

of London. Development took place initially on the edge of this Heath, from the late 17th century 

onwards but accelerating in the 19th century and continuing well into the 20th. Lewisham’s part of 

Blackheath is largely contained within its conservation area of which local people are rightly proud and 

defensive.  

“So what makes this area special? The architectural quality of many of its buildings, certainly; also a 

relatively low density of development and a green, well-treed and generally well-maintained 

environment. But it is not just the architectural set-pieces, listed buildings or formal uniform terraces 

that set Blackheath’s overall character. It is the juxtaposition of these with a rich and varied mixture of 

buildings of different periods; unexpected corners, strange historic survivals, and stylish new additions – 

all these give Blackheath its distinctive and pleasing character.   

“The Heath still dominates, its edges made the more attractive by wayward past encroachments. Local 

people generally see it as a whole, ignoring borough boundaries and we trust our two local authorities 

will also view their respective conservation areas as part of the greater whole.”  

This is as true today as when the Blackheath and St Stephen’s Conservation Areas were designated 

nearly 50 years ago. The designation of the Belmont Conservation Area helped to consolidate and join 

up the residential areas sharing similar character. Some more recent developments, especially of high-

rise towers in nearby Lewisham Town Centre, Kidbrooke and even Docklands and Central London have 

started to encroach on skylines and views in a way that some find inappropriate and which detract from 

the historic low-rise approach, but essentially the character of the Ward has remained remarkably 

similar for decades and is one well worth conserving. 

 

Blackheath Society         15 May 2018 
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Appendix 1 – Character Areas Map 
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Appendix 2 – Views (photos) 
The many photos for this Appendix are contained in separate large files. Below are just six examples. 

The Heath 

 

Heath - Montpelier Row (1i), All Saints Church, Royal Parade from 51.468396, 0.005197 

 

Heath - looking W towards Dartmouth Terrace & Wat Tyler Rd from 51.471233, -.0.002619 
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Residential 

 

Residential - Dacre Park looking N from 51.462505, 0.003683 

 

Residential - Eliot Park looking SE from 51.467458, -0.008895 

Photos give only a snapshot idea of the visual character of the area and can’t capture the ever-changing 

views and vistas, selective details that someone walking around the area will get every few steps 

because of the sheer variety of the topography and natural and built landscape. 
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Village 

  

Village - Blackheath Village looking N from 51.465206, 0.009214 – a view included in many histories 

 

Village - Tranquil Vale looking S from 51.467002, 0.006485  
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Appendix 3- Listed Buildings 

National – all Grade II* except Boone’s Chapel (Grade 1) 
Street Number Brief description Conservation Area 
Lee High Road Boone’s Chapel 1680s Blackheath 
Lee Old Churchyard Monument of Sir John Call Bt c.1801 Blackheath 
Lee Old Churchyard The Fludyer Tomb c.1769 Blackheath 
Lee Terrace Church of St Margaret 1839-41 Blackheath 
Dartmouth Row Church of the Ascension 1690s, 1830s, 1950 Blackheath 
Dartmouth Row 22 c. 1690  Blackheath 
South Row Colonnade House c.1795 Blackheath 
Pagoda Gardens The Pagoda 1770s, 1820s, 1850s Blackheath 

Local 
Street Number Brief description Conservation Area 
Aberdeen Terrace 9 & 10 1855 Villas Blackheath 
Belmont Grove 1 & 2 1857-8 Villas Blackheath 
Belmont Grove 3 & 4 1857-8 Villas Blackheath 
Belmont Grove 5 & 6 1857-8 Villas Blackheath 
Belmont Grove 7 & 8 1857-8 Villas Blackheath 
Belmont Grove 9 & 10 1857-8 Villas Blackheath 
Belmont Hill 6 & 8 Early/mid C19 Villas Belmont 
Belmont Hill 95 1853 Blackheath 
Blackheath Grove Post Office  Blackheath 
Blackheath Hill 110 Mid C19 Villa Blackheath 
Blackheath Hill 114 Late C18 Blackheath 
Blackheath Vale All Saints Primary School  Blackheath 
Brandram Road 18, 21, 23 c.1852 terrace Blackheath 
Church Terrace 17 & 18 Mid C19 Villas Blackheath 
Dacre Gardens 1 to 4 1887-90 Blackheath 
Dacre Park 119 & 121 Early/mid C19 Blackheath 
Dacre Park 39 to 47 1840-1 Blackheath 
Dacre Park 89 to 97 1848 Blackheath 
Dartmouth House Letterbox  Blackheath 
Dartmouth Row 13 1884 Blackheath 
Dartmouth Row 15 1891 Blackheath 
Dartmouth Row 19 1891 Blackheath 
Dartmouth Row 22a 1911-12 Blackheath 
Dartmouth Row 24 1911-12 Blackheath 
Dartmouth Row 26 1911-12 Blackheath 
Dartmouth Row 38 & 40 1892 Blackheath 
Dartmouth Row 42 1891-3 Blackheath 
Dartmouth Row 46 & 48 1891-3 Blackheath 
Dartmouth Row 5, 7, 9 & 11 1882 Terrace Blackheath 
Dartmouth Terrace 1 1853-4 Blackheath 
Dartmouth Terrace 2 1853-4 Blackheath 
Dartmouth Terrace 3 1853-4 Blackheath 
Dartmouth Terrace 4 1853-4 Blackheath 
Dartmouth Terrace 5 1853-4 Blackheath 
Eliot Cottages 1 to 5 1860 Blackheath 
Eliot Cottages 1a The Hare & Billet 1860 Blackheath 
Eliot Hill 1, 1a & 2 1864 Blackheath 
Eliot Hill The Knoll & the Old Knoll 1798, 1840s Blackheath 
Eliot Vale 1 & 2 1856-8 Blackheath 
Eliot Vale 3 & 4 1856-8 Blackheath 
Eliot Vale 5 & 6 1856-8 Blackheath 
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Eliot Park 15 1867 Blackheath 
Eliot Place 9 & 9a C1912 Blackheath 
Eton Grove 1 & 2 1850 Blackheath 
Eton Grove 8 to 12 1853-5 Blackheath 
Granville Park 41 1854 Villa. Detached Blackheath 
Granville Park Granville House 1857 Villa. Detached Blackheath 
Granville Park Newton Hse & Clarendon Hse  1859-60 Villa. Semi- Blackheath 
Grotes Place 5 to 8 1860 Blackheath 
Heath Lane 5 & 6 Early C19, 1877, 1925 Blackheath 
Independents Road Winchester House 1856 Blackheath 
Kingswood Place 1 to 4 c.1840 Blackheath 
Kingswood Place 5 to 6 c.1840 Blackheath 
Kingswood Place 7 to 10 c.1851 Blackheath 
Kingswood Place Kingswood Hall & Lodge 1854 Blackheath 
Kingswood Place 17, Dacre Arms Arts & Crafts Blackheath 
Lee Road 10 & 12 1843 Blackheath 
Lee Road 6 & 8 1843 Blackheath 
Lee Terrace 2 & 4 1852 Blackheath 
Lee Terrace 40 1868 Blackheath 
Lee Terrace 42 1870 Blackheath 
Lee Terrace 5 1824 Blackheath 
Lee Terrace 6 1850-2 Blackheath 
Lee Terrace 8 & 18 1845 Blackheath 
Lee Terrace, at the nth 
end of Quentin Rd 

Gate piers 1881 Blackheath 

Lloyds Place 2 C18 (prior to 1780) Blackheath 
Lloyds Place Southbank Cottage Early C19 Blackheath 
Montpelier Row 21 1885 Blackheath 
Montpelier Row 25 1873 Blackheath 
Montpelier Row Princess of Wales 1865 facade Blackheath 
North Several 1 to 7 1963 Blackheath 
Quentin Place 1 & 2 1848 Blackheath 
Quentin Road 2 to 16 1880-2 Blackheath 
St Austell Road The Coach House 1873 Blackheath 
St Margaret’s Passage Dacre Cottage 1846 Blackheath 
The Glebe 12 to 14 Mid C19 Blackheath 
Tranquil Passage Tranquil Hall 1852 Blackheath 
Tranquil Vale 16 1888 Blackheath 
Tranquil Vale 18-22 1903 Blackheath 
Tranquil Vale 37 1869 Blackheath 
Tranquil Vale 63 & 65  1775 Blackheath 
Tranquil Vale 51, All Saints Parish Hall 1927-8 Blackheath 
Tranquil Vale The Crown Hotel & Pub C19, with C19 Blackheath 
Tranquil Vale & Royal 
Parade 

74 Tranquil Vale & 17 Royal 
Parade (Highland House) 

1874 Blackheath 

Wat Tyler Road Holyhedge House 1743-44 Blackheath 
Wat Tyler Road Monument to south of Holly 

Hedge House 
Late C18 Blackheath 

Wemyss Road 36 1884 Blackheath 
 


