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Your Society needs more volunteers 
The Blackheath Society relies on its large volunteer 
force to achieve all that our members expect. We  
have people who study and advise on every 
planning application in each of our boroughs, who 
deliver Newsletters, remove 
graffiti, organise events and 
contribute in many other ways. 
But we are in urgent need of 
more volunteers.

Following the retirement 
of Roger Ballisat from the 
Management Committee, 
we would like to hear from 
someone who would be willing 
to advise on our few, but 
important, legal contracts. 

We also need someone to 
review and manage our public 
liability insurance policy, 
covering everything from day-
to-day activities to complex 
events, such as the street 
and Heath entertainment on 
Blackheath Village Day.

The licensing of premises to sell alcohol is a 
crucial issue for Blackheath Village and we need 
to balance the value of the Village as an attractive 
and welcoming social venue with the appropriate 
interests of residents and other users. We don’t at the 
moment have a licensing specialist, but we do have 
an urgent need to find one. This is an important and 

fascinating area of work and induction advice and 
support are available.

We are also always keen to recruit new members 
for the planning team, so do let 
us know if you’re interested. In 
particular, we would like to hear 
from people with an interest in 
trees. Anyone in Blackheath’s 
conservation areas who wishes 
to reduce or to remove trees has 
to apply for permission, and we 
need one or more people to take a 
special interest in this important 
planning issue.

Our members tell us how much 
they appreciate timely updates 
about changes to local transport 
arrangements. Our treasurer, Paul 
Watts, provides us with regular 
information about our vital train 
services, but we would like to find 
someone who will take a similar 
interest in our bus services and in 
local road closures.

As we hope you have noticed, we are developing the 
range of events we offer for the enjoyment of our 
members and guests, so we would love to hear from 
you if you are interested in joining our lively and 
creative events management team. Do contact our 
secretary Sacha if any of these tasks appeals to you.

Lord Kitchener would like you to 
volunteer to help the Society
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Many thanks to everyone who attended the 2016 
AGM on 30 June which marked the retirement of 
our President David Quarmby after fourteen years 
of service to the Society. It provided an opportunity 
for us to acknowledge his great contribution and to 
thank him for his commitment. We are delighted 
that David will continue to be an active member.

Our new Honorary President, Neil Rhind, is already 
very well known in the Blackheath area due to his 
many fascinating publications, including Blackheath 
Village and Environs and more recently Walking the 
Heath. 

Neil’s guided walks around the Heath are always 
hugely popular (see page 4), as are his occasional 
talks on a variety of topics related to our community 
and its history. His enormous archive of materials 
and images, collected over a lifetime, has been 
donated to the Society and now forms the basis of 
our own Blackheath Archive. 

Neil was a prominent member of the Blackheath 
Preservation Trust for many years and contributed 
to saving many important buildings, including the 
Concert Halls and the Conservatoire. He was a 
member of the committee of the Blackheath Society 
from 1969 to 1998, serving as the Chairman from 

1993, after which he was appointed Vice-President 
until this year’s AGM.

Following the formal AGM business, Meg and 
Richard Dinkeldein told their story of 25 years 
dealing with litter and graffiti, a subject far more 
entertaining than might have been expected, as you 
will see on the next page of this Newsletter.

The evening also provided the first opportunity for 
members to learn more about our major project 
to place a series of storyboards around the Heath 
so that more people can learn about the rich 
history, ecology and wildlife to be found there. The 
presentation was made by our designer, Madeleine 
Adams, supported by Neil Rhind who is providing 
much of the material to be included. Members gave 
the project a very warm and enthusiastic welcome.

As a result of the restoration work being carried out 
on Blackheath Halls, we were very grateful to be able 
to meet, for the first time, in St Mary’s Church Hall 
in Creswell Park. We were helped enormously by the 
Blackheath Decorative and Fine Arts Society, who 
kindly loaned us their audio and visual equipment 
for the evening, and also their time and expertise to 
operate it. Our thanks to everyone who contributed 
to a very successful occasion.

Neil follows David as Society President at the AGM

Prince of Wales pond in full summer bloom

The older island is in the middle and the new ones on either side, providing plenty of additional cover for the wildfowl. 
The strip along South Row, where flowers act as a visual barrier to the sight of cars, can just be seen on the top right
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Dinkeldeins celebrate 25-year fight against graffiti and litter
Meg and Richard Dinkeldein are celebrating their 
25-year battle against litter and graffiti in Blackheath, 
and they updated members on their successful 
campaigns at our annual meeting at the end of June.

They set up the Tidy Blackheath Group to combat 
litter and the campaign attracted national publicity, 
with a story in The Independent in May 1991 
headlined: “I’m just tidying up after Wat Tyler”. 
The paper said ordinary folk had been “fighting 
unfairness on Blackheath for generations”.

The story said Meg’s anti-litter campaign was 
smaller in scale than Wat Tyler’s Peasants’ Revolt of 
1381, but it was passionately felt and pursued with 
equal enthusiasm: “Her large middle class army 
of professors, architects, pensioners, teachers and 
policemen carries lessons in tactics, attitude and 
endurance for other anti-rubbish groups because her 
army is winning and Blackheath is a cleaner place.”

Over 70 local people worked for the group and 
many adopted their own patch of the Heath to keep 
clean. Its work was supported by the Society, and the 
clean-up campaigns helped shame local councils into 
greater co-operation and an improved performance 
in this area. 

Their efforts also won national acclaim, including 
the Queen Mother’s Birthday Award presented by 
Princess Margaret in 1991, and first prize in the 
Colonel Sanders Environmental Awards Scheme.  

The group eventually disbanded in 2000 because 
Greenwich and Lewisham councils were by then 
clearing litter satisfactorily. 

Graffiti is another anti-social menace which has 
plagued Blackheath. Both local councils formed 
their own graffiti removal teams and in 1999 
Lewisham organised training days in graffiti removal 
for volunteers. Meg and Richard went to one, 
representing the Blackheath Society, and decided to 
set up their own team.

The Society spread the word and within a short time 
they had a dozen volunteers. The group still meets 
on the first Saturday of the month in the Blackheath 
station car park, ready to rub out any new tag that 
has been daubed.

Around eight years ago the Blackheath, Greenwich 
and Westcombe Park  Societies graffiti removal 
teams formed the West Greenwich Graffiti Removal 
Group, which meets once or twice a year with 
representatives from Greenwich Council, who 
supply graffiti removal materials and update them 
on activities in other parts of the Borough.  

The group initally removed over 3,000 nasty bits 
of graffiti a year, but there has been a dramatic and 
welcome decline in the problem in recent years. 
Perhaps graffiti have become less fashionable, or 
potential offenders may even be spending their spare 
time connected on social media.

Graffiti at Costcutter in Blackheath cleaned up by Society volunteers and our litter team in action on the Heath

Heath Clean Up Day on  first October Saturday
Continuing the fine tradition established by Meg Dinkeldein, as explained in the story above, the Society is 
continuing its effort to support the Blackheath Joint Working Party, Greenwich and Lewisham Councils, and 
Lewisham’s management company Glendale, in keeping the Heath clean.

So we need as many volunteers as possible to join us on Saturday 1 October at 1400 hours at the changing 
rooms in Talbot Place when we will join Lewisham and Glendale staff in carrying out an annual ‘deep clean’.

Please come and help and remember to bring your gardening gloves.
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Our local historian Neil Rhind will lead two walks 
on the weekend of September 17/18 covering the 
north part of Lee parish close to Blackheath Village, 
and walkers will be able to appreciate a wide variety 
of architectural and building styles of the early to 
mid-19th century. 

The walks will cover the remains of the ancient 
(mediaeval) and the modern (1841) fully-restored 
church of St Margaret of Antioch, as well as its 
old and new graveyards. They should include the 
Nunnery, the Cedars mansion (above, now in flats) 
and some mid-Victorian houses on Belmont Hill 
and Belmont Grove.

After the church visit, the walk will follow a hidden 
field path and, inter alia, look at Eton Grove with the 
1856 riding school, later a gymnasium, Kingswood 
Place, Dacre Park and part of Quentin Road. 

The walks will be ticketed events. The first is on 
Saturday 17 September from 10 am to about 12 pm 
and is open to all comers to a maximum of 40. Meet 
outside the Stephen James (BMW) car showroom 
opposite St Margaret’s church on Lee Terrace and 
the junction to Belmont Hill. The walk is free but a 
suggested donation to help defray the Society’s costs 
is £5 a head.

Because Neil’s historic walks have been so 
oversubscribed, we have to control the numbers and 
reserve the second walk for paid-up members of the 
Society. Therefore the same walk will be repeated on 
Sunday 18 September from 3pm to 5pm, but it will 
be restricted to members of the Blackheath Society 
and again be limited to 40 people with a suggested 
donation of £5 a head.

Please apply for tickets (no more than two each 
application) to the Blackheath Society, The Old 
Bakehouse, 11 Blackheath Village SE3 9LA. Enclose 
a stamped self-addressed envelope and indicate the 
date you want, or phone the office on 0208 297 1937.  

Please note: the walks are not really suitable for small 
children and there are no comfort stops.

Lee parish walks with Neil Rhind in September

As well as Neil’s walks, detailed above, the Society is 
planning a series of other events this autumn.

“You should go to Blackheath first” … as Sherlock 
Holmes (left) says to Dr Watson and Detective 

Inspector Lestrade in 
“The Adventure of the 
Norwood Builder” by 
Arthur Conan Doyle. 

On Thursday 13 
October Roger Johnson, 
editor of The Sherlock 
Holmes Journal, co-
author of the Sherlock 
Holmes Miscellany 
and a noted scholar 

of all things Sherlockian, will share with us many 
interesting insights about Conan Doyle and his 
famous detective’s connections with Blackheath ….. 
some were at times considered scandalous.

Tickets include a glass of wine and are available 
from Eventbrite.com at £10 each. We meet from 
7.00 pm and the talk will begin at 7.30 pm at St 
Mary’s Halls, Cresswell Park, Blackheath Village.  

On Monday 17 October the Walk and Talk team 
plan a circular walk from Deptford Broadway along 
the High Street to the river, returning via Deptford 
Creek (below). 

Society plans a series of autumn events
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There are many fascinating jewels old and new to 
see along the way, like the carvings of Grinling 
Gibbons or the Chinese Cultural Centre at the 
House of Phoenix. Do join us: we will meet at 10.30 
am at the DLR station on the south side of Deptford 
Broadway just by Broadway Fields. Registration is 
not necessary but a £5 donation to the Society on 
joining the walk would be appreciated.

On Tuesday 15 November the Walk and Talk team 
will explore the Olympic Park at Stratford. We 
will meet at The Visitors Centre at the entrance to 
the park at 10.30 am. No booking is required and 
donations are welcome. If you are unsure whether 
the walks will go ahead due to weather conditions 
please contact Liz Wright on 0796 848 7605. 

On Sunday 20 November The Friends of Age 
Exchange will be holding their Christmas Fair at the 
Blackheath Halls and the Society will be having a 
stall. The fair runs from 10.30 am to 5.00 pm.

Saturday 3 December is Blackheath Village Day. 
It will begin at about 11am with the horses from 
Woolwich barracks parading through the village 
and there will be many yuletide events around 
the village, culminating in the switching on of the 
Christmas lights. The Blackheath Society organizes 
many aspects of this annual event, including the  

talented performances on the stage on Montpelier 
Green. This is a wonderful community festival, so 
watch out for further details as the date approaches.

Next spring the Creekside Discovery Centre, for a 
charge of approximately £10 a head, can offer the 
Society a mud-larking session in the Creek. 

It will provide waders and waterproofs and would 
take about two hours.  However, this needs to be 
booked and planned in advance, so if you would be 
interested in joining us please email the office and 
let us know, as we will need to set this up. 

Summer hay baling comes to the Heath

Hay bales on the Heath off St. Germans Place during a hot, dry period in late August. It was a good season for grass 
growing generally, which means the farmer, from near Redhill in Surrey, will not get a good price for his crop
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Planning Group works hard on many applications

In recent months the Society Planning Group has 
assessed the scores of planning applications which 
are submitted in Lewisham and Greenwich. We 
normally do not comment on applications which 
we find acceptable, but we do intervene in cases 
where the group finds the proposed development 
inappropriate. 

And, in addition to objecting or not objecting, we 
often intervene to make suggestions to improve 
applications or to seek to hold developers to a 
higher standard. Here are some details of our recent 
work for Lewisham and Greenwich.

Lewisham BMW site approval disappointing

In July, the formal planning meeting took place to 
consider the proposed development by Berkeley 
Homes of the Stephen James/BMW site in Lee 
Terrace. As covered in earlier Newsletters, the 
Society had consistently taken the view that, while 
development of this site is in principle warranted, 
Berkeley’s proposals were unsatisfactory in a 
number of respects. 

In particular, the apartment block facing Lee 
Terrace will be too high and compete visually with 
St Margaret’s church. It will also dominate the vistas 
along Lee Terrace and Belmont Hill. We made a 
number of suggestions for ways in which its visual 
impact could be softened to allow it to fit more 
easily within this sensitive and historic location. 

Although a consultation meeting was held under 
the auspices of Councillor Kevin Bonavia to hear 
residents’ objections, permission was nevertheless 
granted in mid-July in the face of the objections of 
residents, the Society, The Victorian Society and 
Historic England.  

The council meeting was very disappointing, with 
little serious debate about the impact of the proposal 
or alternatives suggested.  Some concessions were 
made: the materials to be used will be a little more 
sympathetic to its surroundings and Berkeley have 
pledged around £80,000 for the restoration and 
improvement of the historic churchyard.  

This was, nevertheless, a regrettable example of a 
development with serious long-term implications 
receiving insufficient consideration and scrutiny 
in the planning process. We will be discussing this 
wider issue with officers at Lewisham and local 
councillors.

The Society has continued to monitor closely a 
range of smaller planning applications and we again 
have been shown to be most effective when working 
in collaboration with local residents.  

A notable example has been 8 The Glebe where there 
has been concern for some time that a fine Victorian 
villa is being allowed to fall into decrepitude while 
plans are drawn up for the development of new 
housing. 

In May a temporary tree preservation order 
covering two mature sycamores was made 
permanent. In addition to protecting these trees, 
this will act as a brake on development on the site.   

The owners have nevertheless exhibited plans for 
the construction of two houses in the grounds of the 
existing villa. Planning permission has not yet been 
applied for and, in response to representations from 
the Society, Lewisham has confirmed that it does 
not see the site as suitable for development.

Another instance of the Society supporting the 
concerns of local residents is the application for a 
change of use for 49 Tranquil Vale (the Raffles shop) 
from retail (A1) to a “drinking establishment” (A4).  
This raises licensing as well as planning issues. 

The Society is very sensitive to the economic well-
being of Village retailers and their ideas. However, 
pending sight of a licensing application and receipt 
of the greater detail behind this application, the 
Society has objected on the grounds that the 
Village is already virtually saturated with drinking 
establishments and does not need any more.  

Such a change of use would add to traffic problems 
and, in causing disruption and inconvenience 
to local residents, it would make the Village 

This  shows the proximity of BMW’s site to St Margaret’s.
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less attractive as a place to live. One of the 
most attractive features of the Village is that 
it is a balanced community where residential 
accommodation sits alongside shops and eating and 
drinking establishments. We have supported local 
residents in opposing proposals which threaten to 
undermine this delicate balance.

Greenwich policy document weak in several areas

In the previous Newsletter we reported on the 
adoption of the Council’s Local Information 
Requirements List Supplementary Planning 
Document (SPD).  

Since then the Society has commented on a further 
draft SPD covering a Statement of Community 
Involvement. This is an update of an existing SDP 
required to reflect changes in planning policy at 
the national and local levels, and in particular the 
new Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) which 
replaces the section 106 financial agreements 
between developers and local planning authorities.

We also commented extensively on a final draft of 
the Council’s Residential Extensions, Basements 
and Conversions SPD, which is a long-awaited and 
much needed improvement on previous policy 
guidance on home extensions originally prepared as 
far back as 2004.

The new document was formally adopted by the 
Greenwich Cabinet in mid-July and will now be 
used to judge planning applications submitted 
by householders and developers. Despite its long 
gestation the document is weak in several areas, not 
least relating to basement development in existing 
and new-build proposals.  

While including the need for Basement Impact 
Assessments, the Council was unable to accept our 
recommendation that this issue warrants its own 
SPD, as is the case in many other London boroughs.  
In this respect, the SPD is open to interpretation 
and this shortcoming could be used by applicants to 
their advantage in challenging application refusals.  

17 Shooters Hill Road - in the latter part of 2015 
the Society commented on plans to add a three-
storey side extension to one half of one of the 
semi-detached pairings of “Captains’ Houses” on 
the north side of the A2, all Grade II listed.  The 
side extension and a two-storey rear extension 
were of an ultra-modern design and the application 
was withdrawn following officer advice that such a 
visually damaging treatment, especially at the front, 
would lead to a recommendation to refuse.

A revised application is now out for public 
consultation and, while more traditional for the 
side extension, there have been no changes of any 
significance to the design and appearance of the rear 
extension (see below). The side is no longer three 
floors in height, but it adopts a strange two-storey 
arrangement on the building’s frontage with an 
additional upper storey set back in plan in deference 
to the layout of the property to the east. 

We plan to object to this solution, arguing that the 
only acceptable form here would be to replicate 
what exists to the west to achieve symmetry in the 
pairing. We will also continue to object to the style, 
appearance and bulk of the rear extension.

There are a considerable number of applications on 
which the Society has commented where decisions 
have yet to be reached, either through the “delegated 
powers” process by officers, or by ward councillors 
as members of the Area Planning Committees and 
Planning Board.

One example is the plan to erect a two-storey 
new build in the rear garden of 67a Shooters Hill 
Road with frontage on to Langton Way, close to 
its junction with Vicarage Avenue. The Society 
originally objected to some aspects, particularly an 
over-dominant massing in the street scene and the 
use of inappropriate materials. In a resubmission, 
the majority of our concerns were addressed.

Another example relates to a proposal to build, on 
previously undeveloped land, a three-storey infill 
house in the rear garden of 76 Vanbrugh Park with 
a frontage on to Heathway. We objected because 
the new building would entirely fill the site frontage 
and, at the height proposed, would also appear over-
dominant in relation to neighbouring buildings.  

We also raised a concern at the potential for 
overlooking the gardens of properties to either side 
and of the Vanbrugh Park properties to the north.  
In addition, we considered black brickwork as a 
facing material inappropriate for the area.
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Administration problems, such as staff changeovers 
within the Council and a backlog in the Committee 
meetings schedule, mean that a decision on this 
application will be delayed until at least mid-
September.

This sets up a situation whereby applicants are 
entitled to refer their applications to the Planning 
Inspectorate through the appeal process on the 
grounds of non-determination within the specified 
time period.

This is exactly what happened on an application 
to which we raised a strong objection affecting 37 
Kidbrooke Grove, a locally-listed Edwardian building 

Here, the new owner submitted plans for one two-
storey side extension to the detached property and 
for the addition of a single-storey rear extension 

running the full width of the original building and 
its side extension. 

Both elements, in different ways, resulted in 
significant damage to the appearance of the building 
and its setting. Planning officers requested changes 
which were then insufficient to overcome our initial 
objections. 

The application has now been referred to the 
Planning Inspectorate for a decision which will be 
made using the written representations process. 

We are concerned that the Society and directly 
affected residents who were, in the past, able 
to make verbal representations through the 
local informal hearing process are denied this 
opportunity because this procedure is now reserved 
for applications of a more strategic significance.

Obituary - F R (Bobby) Furber (1921-2016)
Blackheath residents, including past and present 
members of the Blackheath Society, will have learnt 
with regret of the death on 29 June of one-time 
Society Chairman Frank Robert Furber (known to 
all as Bobby).  

He had reached the great age of 95 and enjoyed a 
long and very useful life, dedicating much of it to 
the south-east London suburb he came to call home 
and which he held in great affection.

He joined the Society in 1948, when he moved to a 
flat in the recently-restored 14 the Paragon on his 
marriage to Anne Wilson. He was invited to join its 
Council (after his time re-titled, rather blandly, as 
“the Committee”) in 1965, and served as Chairman 
from 1968 to1988.  

He succeeded Professor Jack Bullocke, one of the 
founding fathers, shortly before Jack’s untimely 
death. 

Bobby was a solicitor, spending most of his 
professional life with Clifford Turner (later merged 
with Coward Chance) where he specialised in 
planning matters, banking law and intellectual 
property and was a stickler for accuracy. 

As a golfer he was a member of not only the Royal 
Blackheath Golf Club but also of Royal St George’s, 
the Royal & Ancient (where he was Chairman of 
the Rules of Golf Committee), the Honourable 
Company of Edinburgh Golfers and even Pine 
Valley (USA). 

He enjoyed holding the highest offices of the game, 
being elected Captain, in 1961, and Field Marshal 
from 1989 to 2014, of Royal Blackheath Golf Club.

Bobby was thrown into the deep end when he took 
over the Society: there was a serious and damaging  
plan to create what was known as the Inner London 
Motorway Box, intended to relieve London’s traffic 
problems. Part of the box was to sweep across the 
Heath and obliterate Blackheath Village. 

Fortunately for Blackheath, Furber knew the 
intricacies of planning law and saw various holes in 
the scheme. With other London groups, he mounted 
serious opposition to the LCC’s proposals. He 
attended the public inquiry, acting as expert witness 
for the Society, and tabled a proof of evidence that 
was quite remarkable for an amenity society in those 
days. 

The combined efforts of Londoners (including 
Blackheatheans) saw off the threat and the proposal 
was abandoned. Curiously, the year Bobby left the 
Council of the Society in 1988 there was another 
motorway threat put up by private enterprise, but 
that was also seen off. 

It was not as disruptive as the first scheme but was 
bad enough, proposing to run a two lane highway 
along the railway lines through the Village. His 
successor in the chair at Blackheath was the late Ken 
Bound who triumphed on our behalf just as Bobby 
had in 1968.
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Bobby for 20 years steered the Society along a 
sensitive road, vigorously opposing what was bad 
but accepting the reality of the natural process of 
decay and change which governs all communities 
and environments. 

His skills as a lawyer were freely given to the Society 
and many foolish proposals (and people) were sent 
packing as a result of his sound legal opinion. 

In his 20 years in charge the Society fought a 
number of battles and worked for a large number 
of environmental improvements for the Village 
and the Heath. Public inquiries looking into 
damaging development schemes were usually 
won but sometimes lost, like the St John’s Hospital 

redevelopment proposals on Lewisham Hill. The 
Society’s annual reports pay testimony to the many 
troubles and triumphs of the Furber years. So does 
the Felix Barker and Tony Aldous monograph on 
the Society’s history: Guardians of the Heath.

A great glutton for punishment, Bobby (helped by 
Neil Rhind as clerk) was instrumental in 1972 in 
reviving the Blackheath Preservation Trust which, 
founded in 1938, endeavoured to save buildings of 
historical and architectural quality then at risk: 19 
Shooters Hill Road, the early 19th century terrace of 
shops next to the station, Eastnor House and others 
were rescued just before and just after the war. 

Wartime austerity and the poor health of its co-
founder, Roger Martin, had seen a diminution of 
the Trust’s activity. In 1972 Bobby and new directors 
picked up the reins of the Trust and set it on a 
successful course until the end of the 20th century.  

With their enthusiasm and Bobby Furber’s nerve 

- “this one will bankrupt us” he would say as each 
new project was suggested - the Trust flourished 
under his guidance.  

Vanbrugh Castle and its setting, Blackheath station, 
the Blackheath Concert Hall, Brooklands House, 
The Hollies, Lee Terrace, the Blackheath Art Club 
in Bennett Park, Boone’s Chapel, and many other 
Blackheath landmarks, owe their survival to the 
Trust. All are now listed buildings and subject to 
statutory protection.

Bobby’s retirement came as a great shock to 
modern Blackheath, which had come to see in 
him the embodiment of its post-war salvation and 
protection. 

But retirement from his legal desk and from the 
Society’s management meant that for the next 25 
years or so he could look after his other interests, 
especially golf and collecting books. 

He remained a vigorous and distinctive figure, 
known to his many neighbours as the man who 
went to the Village each day taking the dog for its 
morning walk to collect his daily paper and, later, 
to do a little shopping. In his later years he was 
comforter and devoted companion to his much-
loved wife Anne who died in 2015.

Bobby Furber was a man of great style, dapper and 
active to the last. 

Apart from golf and books, his enthusiasms were 
music, (especially jazz piano, which he played like 
Fats Waller), motor sport and fine wines.

He admired those who, like himself, achieved lasting 
eminence and a rightful place in Who’s Who. 

Bobby Furber photographed on the left and as Field Marshal of the Royal Blackheath Golf Club in a 1998 painting 
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Conservatoire’s creativity
Following the resignation of the Conservatoire’s 
CEO Sydney Thornbury in February this year,  
Blackheath resident Clare Cornwell has stepped in 
as interim Managing Director. 

She told the Newsletter: “We’re delighted with the 
progress made over the past few months to ensure 
a stable organization. We would like to thank 
again everyone who has supported us in the past 
- whether through donations or by attending a 
course - and who continue to support our vision of 
creativity in the community.”

The Conservatoire is looking forward to a busy 
autumn term of art, music and drama for students 
aged up to 100. The Chair of the Board of Trustees, 
Michael O’Byrne, said: “We have a programme of 
over 150 group classes starting in September. All 
our old favourites are there alongside some exciting 
new additions such as Children’s Printmaking, a 
Drumming Circle and the launch of our Blackheath 
Community Orchestra – a chance for local people of 
all levels to come and play music together.”

“This is in addition to the 550 students who take 
individual music lessons with us each week. We’re 
continuing to ensure the provision of creative and 
quality arts education in the local community.” 

In addition, as a charity, the Conservatoire currently 
provides music bursaries to 45 children. Clare 
added: “We’re looking to expand our bursary 
scheme to over 100 children and across music, 
art and drama and we want to give access to our 
fantastic facilities and tuition to those local children 
who otherwise couldn’t afford it”.

If you would like to hear more about its bursary 
scheme or to contribute, contact the Conservatoire 
on info@conservatoire.org.uk, or if you or your 
family want to take up any of the autumn courses, 
the full guide can be found on http://www.
conservatoire.org.uk/Downloads/autumnguide_
digital_highres.pdf.

You may have heard the recent announcements 
at Blackheath station regarding the next phase of 
the ongoing work at London Bridge to re-build 
the station and re-align the through tracks to 
Charing Cross, Cannon Street and Blackfriars.

Southeastern Trains’ new timetable covers the 
next period of works to January 2018 during 
which Cannon Street trains will not be able to 
stop at London Bridge, and most Charing Cross 
trains will resume calling there. 

However, trains to Charing Cross will not call 
at London Bridge in the weekday evening peak 
from 16.37 to 18.03 pm, and nor will trains from 
Charing Cross between 08.04 and 09.17 am.

We are covering the impact on services from 
Blackheath, but Lewisham station users will 
also be affected, with similar arrangements 
on services from Lewisham on other routes. 
Greenwich line users now only have services to 
Cannon Street, not calling at London Bridge.

For Blackheath station users, the new timetable 
broadly sticks to the existing service pattern.  
Because Cannon Street trains will not stop at 
London Bridge, anyone requiring London Bridge 
will need to catch a Charing Cross service. 

Some Woolwich line trains to and from London 
are diverted in the peak hours via Lewisham 
rather than Greenwich and  do not all stop 
at Blackheath, but two do, giving additional 
trains in the morning to Charing Cross at 07.37 
and 08.35 am and a Charing Cross service 
approximately every 10 minutes between 07.27 
and 08.47 am.

One positive point is that we -at last - have a 
nearly regular off peak service from Charing 
Cross to Blackheath, leaving at 09, 26, 39 and 56 
minutes past the hour. This is welcomed as it is 
something the Society has long been requesting.

Saturday services are broadly based on the 
weekday off-peak timetable. On Sundays, 
Blackheath will be served by half-hourly Victoria 
trains at 04 and 34 and a Charing Cross service 
at 22 and 52 minutes past the hour. But there 
are likely to be changes to this pattern on many 
weekends, as engineering works will still affect 
weekend services, so please check these before 
travelling. The Society will be interested to hear 
from members on their experiences with the 
new timetable now that it has been introduced. 

Children enjoying one of the Conservatoire’s art classes

All change on the trains



11

As this account of the match was being written, the 
sun came out after a damp start for the Queen’s 90th 
Birthday Picnic lunch in the Mall. 

For our annual needle match against the Greenwich 
Society the previous day, on 11 June, we too had 
mixed weather, including two early stoppages for 
rain.  

The clouds then lifted and a dry and most enjoyable 
day ensued. The Blackheath Society team chalked 
up another good win, but this time it was much 
closer than previous years and it went down to the 
last over, with Sam Gardiner hitting the winning 
boundary. 

Will Jones had a solid innings, retiring on 32, and 
Sam, Josh Doughty and our captain Olly Taylor 
knocked up 43 between them.

The groundwork had been put in earlier in the day 
with some epic fielding, including all four catches 
held and many boundaries saved with some smart  
fielding in the deep. 

Well done to Rob Lee, who kept wicket despite a 
dodgy knee and managed some spectacular diving 
saves on the leg side, finally stumping their eighth 
batsman on the last ball of their innings. 

Congratulations to new comers Raj Sood (one 
wicket off his first over and two catches) and to his 
13-year old son Karma who bowled their top scorer.

Many thanks to everyone there, including players on 
both sides, our two intrepid umpires, Roger Taylor 
and Trevor Dimmick, to all the supporters, to Darrell 
Ryan and Olly for team selection and motivation and 
a special thank you to Tony Othen for keeping the 
score, a task requiring 100% concentration and great 
skill. 

Mixed weather but Blackheath win close cricket match

The Society’s winning cricket team celebrate with the 
Golden Elephant trophy which we retained after a close 
encounter. And below the scorers, fortified by a glass of 
Malbec, show intense concentration as they follow the 

action during the match
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Welcome to our 
new members 

Vicky Annand

Sarah & Chris Brain

John & Janet Fisher

Monique Van den Hurk

Alex & Michael Potts

Jonathan & Yasmin Rees

Nancy Sarre

Diary - details page 4

18 September:  3-5 pm. 

Guided walk by local 

historian Neil Rhind

1 October:  Heath Clean 

Up Day. (See page 3)

2 October/5 November: 

Westcombe Woodlands 

Volunteer Days, meet 1030 

at the Seren Park Gate 

13 October: Sherlock 

Holmes talk at 7.30 pm, St 

Mary’s Halls, Cresswell Park

17 October: circular walk 

in Deptford, meet 1030 at 

the Deptford DLR station

2 November: Blackheath 

Assembly meeting 

15 November: Walk to 

explore the Olympic Park 

in Stratford, meet at 1030 at 

the Visitors Centre 

3 December: Village Day

Christmas cards on sale 17 October

The Society’s two 
Christmas cards 
this year are from 
photographs of local 
views taken by our 
member Hilary 
Weedon. 

They will be on sale 
from the office, £3.50 
per pack of five cards, 
from October 17.

They will also be 
available on our stall 
at the Friends of Age 
Exchange  Christmas 
Fair to be held at the 
Blackheath Halls on 
20 November from 
1030 am to 1700 pm.


