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WHAT DOES THE BLACKHEATH SOCIETY DO?

HOW CAN YOU HELP?
BLACKHEATH VILLAGE

We work with other community organisations 

and local traders to enhance the Village and 

organise and support local events such as 

the Christmas lights and Village Day. 

THE HEATH

We work to preserve the health and 

enjoyment of the Heath, but oppose 

commercial exploitation and damage from 

over-use.

TRAFFIC AND TRAVEL

We monitor major developments that have 

an effect on the traffic in Blackheath.  

We campaign for better railway and bus 

services and for station improvements. 

PLANNING, CONSERVATION  
AND EVENTS

We encourage good modern design, while 

preserving our existing heritage. We  

scrutinise planning proposals, advise local 

councils and appear at public inquiries. 

HISTORY AND EDUCATION / EVENTS

We maintain a unique archive of more than 

15,000 images of Blackheath. We sponsor 

talks, exhibitions and publications about  

the history of the area, organise local walks 

and publish guides.

The Society can claim many achievements 

since its foundation in 1937. We work 

with local councils, residents, amenity 

groups, traders, police and national bodies 

- with everyone who can contribute to the 

enhancement of Blackheath

We aim to preserve and enhance for 

the benefit of the public the features of 

Blackheath of particular beauty or historical 

and architectural interest; to protect its  

open spaces from disfigurement or 

encroachment, particularly the Heath; to 

encourage high standards of planning and 

architecture in its new buildings; to promote 

improvements to the amenities of the 

area and to encourage appreciation of its 

character and history.

JOIN THE SOCIETY

Our influence depends on the  

number of people we represent.

JOIN OUR ACTIVITIES

Whether you have professional 

expertise in our areas of interest, or 

time to give practical help along with 

others who feel as you do.

For general information and advice on 

matters concerning the activities and 

work of The Society apply to:  

The Secretary 

The Blackheath Society,  

Studio 2, The Old Bakehouse,  

11 Blackheath Village,  

London, SE3 9LA 

 

     020 8297 1937 

     office@blackheath.org 

     www.blackheath.org 

     BlackheathSociety 

     @BlackheathSoc

© The Blackheath Society.  May 2018.  Nothing contained in this report may be reproduced without written consent
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CHAIR’S INTRODUCTION

Welcome to the first edition of our  

newly designed Annual Report.

Following the introduction of our new logo, we 

have redesigned our Newsletter, launched an 

entirely new website and the Annual Report is 

the final stage of this major project. We hope 

you like it and we welcome your views.

Other firsts this year include the publication of 

a booklet promoting all the major charities in 

the Village and, after three years’ preparation, 

the installation on the Heath of our full set  

of seven storyboards. The project has received 

a very enthusiastic welcome.

All other aspects of our work, including the 

monitoring of planning applications, the 

development of our highly-valued archive and 

an increasing range of social activities continue 

with great success and details appear later in 

this report. The archive is growing as even more 

images are now available on our website.

Many thanks to our highly dedicated staff, 

committee and volunteers, without whom none 

of this work would be possible.

Dame Helen Reeves
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STORYBOARDS ON THE HEATH

Following more than 

three years’ planning 

and preparation, seven 

storyboards were 

installed around the 

Heath in April 2018.

They tell the stories of  

major events which have 

occurred on or around the 

Heath, important characters 

who shaped our history and 

the flowers, grasses, bugs 

and birds which can be 

found there.

The boards were designed 

by architect Madeleine 

Adams, with advice on 

history from our President 

Neil Rhind and on wildlife by 

local consultant Joe Beale.

Thanks to our funders, the 

Blackheath Society, London 

Borough of Lewisham 

(OnBlackheath Community 

Fund), the Royal Borough 

of Greenwich (Blackheath 

and Westcombe Ward) and 

the Agincourt 600 Fund for 

making it all possible.

4

Behind the Agincourt  

board are (from left) Professor 

Anne Curry, Madeleine Adams, 

Neil Rhind and Society Chair 

Helen Reeves.
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EVENTS AND TALKS

The Society’s book Walking 

the Village by Neil Rhind and 

Roger Marshall was launched 

with great success at the 

2017 AGM. It has been a 

steady seller and is available 

from the Society or the 

bookshops in the Village. 

We had a most enjoyable 

year. Thank you to all who 

have taken part and we trust 

more members will join our 

walks in the coming year.

Our new website lists 

forthcoming and past 

events and in the last 

year we organised a 

series of walks going 

near and far. 

    www.blackheath.orgBFI archivist Steven Foxon, 

gave an excellent talk on the 

origins of documentary films 

produced in Blackheath, 

illustrated with humour and 

film footage. 

Members were brought up 

to the mark with Maureen 

Corcoran’s excellent 

walks on the Suffragette 

movement, locally and in 

the East End, and we even 

followed the route of the 

famed Blackheath Pedestrian.

We saw the greenery and 

history of Surrey Quays, the 

power house of Fleet Street 

and the quiet and repose of 

Morden College. 
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CLEANING AND GREENING THE VILLAGE

Members have expressed 

concern about the 

increasingly run-down 

appearance of the Village 

and rubbish waiting to be 

collected. Filthy pavements 

and poorly maintained 

premises all contribute to 

the problem.

With the help of our 

Lewisham councillors, the 

pavements have now been 

jet-washed twice.

A proposal to install 

inappropriate “smart“ 

benches in the Village has 

been withdrawn.

Volunteers have improved the appearance 

of the Village by weeding and replanting 

the raised beds and troughs, but rubbish 

collection still has to be dealt with.

At our request, one of the two unused grey 

phone boxes has been removed and the 

three red boxes outside the Post Office have 

been cleaned.
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PLANNING

The Society evaluates 

hundreds of planning 

applications a year, buildings 

and tree works, across 

Lewisham and Greenwich. 

This at a time of continuing 

pressure from developers, 

while the planning capability 

of councils is severely 

threatened by budget cuts. 

A particular highlight this 

year has been challenging 

the plans for the three 

major schemes in Lewisham 

town centre. Our objections 

have been about excessive 

height and mass, lack of 

diversity and the pressures 

these developments will put 

on the inadequate state of 

Lewisham station. 

Although big concerns 

remain, our efforts have 

made a significant difference 

to the quality of the plans 

and the ongoing discussion.

Our thanks are due to the enthusiastic 

volunteers in our Planning Group. In particular, 

a final thanks to Philip Binns, who retired from 

the Society’s Committee after some 20 years 

of dedication to planning in Greenwich which 

recognised his long service with a Lifetime 

Achievement Award, citing his “outstanding 

contribution to the social, economic and  

physical wellbeing of the Royal Borough.”
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TRANSPORT

The Society led a campaign in May 

2017 against threats to Blackheath 

rail services. The new franchise 

would restrict all services to Cannon 

Street in order to minimise track 

congestion at Lewisham.

During the campaign, mobilised by 

the Society and other local amenity 

groups, 4,000 emails were received 

by the Department for Transport 

and 29,000 people signed a 

parliamentary petition, which had  

to close early due to the snap 

General Election. 

Some 89% of 10,500 respondents 

opposed a reduction in the choice  

of London termini, but the overall 

franchise consultation results were 

mixed. The Society will continue 

to press for the retention of a 

direct service to Victoria on the 

Bexleyheath line.

CHARING CROSS AND CANNON STREET 
STATIONS

Charing Cross and Cannon Street will be retained 

from Blackheath with increased frequencies and 

longer trains but Victoria services remain under 

threat as the proposed timetable from December 

2022 transfers them to the Hayes and Sidcup lines, 

so users would need to change at Lewisham. Three 

bidders for the new franchise remain, and we 

continue to engage actively with the process, with the 

winner expected to be announced in August 2018.

LEWISHAM STATION

Lewisham Station will be greatly affected by the 

proposed revised services and the greater number 

of users (see planning section). In our view it is not 

fit for purpose. We are lobbying hard, in the context 

of planning application discussions and also the 

newly established Lewisham Station Users Group, for 

significant improvements to the station in terms of 

its safety, capacity and access.

TIMETABLE CHANGES

The new May 2018 timetable had major changes 

when London Bridge re-opened fully after four years’ 

work. Thameslink services were introduced on the 

Greenwich line. Blackheath had minor changes but 

lost through services beyond Dartford/Gravesend to 

Medway towns.
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ARCHIVE

The website at www.blackheatharchive.org  

was integrated into the Society’s  

www.blackheath.org website and we  

expect this to increase the number of 

archive visitors.

Average yearly page views (May 2017 -  

May 2018) were 8,900, first time visits 3,900 

and return visits 395. Many of the visitors 

spend a long time investigating the site.

Thanks for their productive collaboration  

and contributions go to Pam Schweitzer at  

www.reminiscencetheatrearchive.org.uk and 

Chris Morton at the Blackheath Conservatoire. 

Thanks also to the splendid archive team 

whose work is invaluable. More volunteers  

are always welcome.

House in Tranquil Vale, Blackheath Village the morning after the Zeppelin Raid of August 14th 1916.

Shopping in Blackheath in 1905. Some things change.

The Bookshop in 1991. Some things stay the same.

John James Sainsbury occupier corner of Bennett 

Park from the 1870s to 1959 Cabs in Tranquil Vale in 1900s
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TREASURER’S REPORT
YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2017

REVIEW OF THE YEAR

The summary accounts on 

the following two pages 

show the Society’s statement 

of financial activities for the 

year ended 31 December 

2017 and the balance sheet 

at that date. 

The Society had a net 

increase in total funds 

of £32,347 for the year 

(2016: £19,849), mainly 

a result of a revaluation 

of our freehold property 

Tranquil Hall. There was 

a surplus on our ordinary 

activities, represented by 

our unrestricted funds, of 

£6,833, thus meeting our 

objective of at least breaking 

even on these ordinary 

activities each year.

Membership was down 

slightly at 849 households 

(2016: 856), but has since 

increased to 863, despite  

the membership fee  

increase from £15 to £20 

per annum from the start 

of 2018, which was the first 

for very many years. If you 

have not yet renewed at the 

new rate or amended your 

standing orders or online 

payments, please do so as 

soon as possible.

The Society’s annual income, 

mainly from membership 

fees and investment 

income, covers routine 

office and other overheads. 

Expenditure on additional 

projects and activities is 

generally funded by reserves 

or from donations and  

other sources. 

The Society again helped 

organise the Village Day 

in December 2017 (see 

above) and other projects 

such as the storyboards for 

the Heath. Funds received 

to support these projects 

and relevant expenditure is 

shown under our restricted 

funds in the accounts.

Our investment portfolio 

comprises funds held in The 

Equities Investment Fund for 

Charities (Charifund) and a 

property investment asset, 

the freehold of Tranquil Hall 

in Blackheath Village, which 

was revalued and is now held 

at £390,000 in the  accounts 

(2016: £360,000). 

The Society’s total funds 

were £607,254 at 31 

December 2017 (£574,907) 

and we remain in a strong 

financial provision.

Copies of the Society’s full 

2017 financial statements, 

which have been reported 

on by our external 

accountants Field Sullivan 

Limited and include details 

of our reserves policy, risk 

management, investment 

policy and other matters are 

are available to members on 

request from the Secretary.
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STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES
YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2017

INCOMING RESOURCES

Incoming resources from 
generated funds

Voluntary income

Activities for generating 
funds 

Investment income

Other incoming resources 

Total incoming resources

RESOURCES EXPENDED

Costs of generating funds

Fundraising trading:  
cost of goods sold and 
other costs

Charitable activities

Total resources expended

Net incoming resources 
before transfers

TRANSFERS

Gross transfers between 
funds

Net incoming resources 
before other recognised 
gains and losses

OTHER RECOGNISED 
GAINS/LOSSES

Gains/(losses) on investment 
assets 

Net movements in funds

RECONCILIATION OF 
FUNDS

Total funds brought forward 

Total funds carried forward

13,781

2,822 

40,260 

542

57,405

28,826

2,822 

40,260 

542

72,450

37,993

1,274 

35,814

609

75,690

15,045

- 

-

-

15,045

557,052

593,113

574,907

607,254

555,058

574,907

17,855

14,141

178

50,394

50,572

178

69,153

69,331

910

44,718

45,628

-

18,759

18,759

- - --

29,228 29,228 (10,213)-

36,061 32,347 19,849(3,714)

6,833 3,119 30,062(3,714)

6,833 3,119 30,062(3,714)

Unrestricted 
Funds (£)

Restricted 
Funds (£)

Total Funds 
2017

Total Funds 
2016
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BALANCE SHEET
AS AT 31 DECEMBER 2017

FIXED ASSETS

Investments

CURRENT ASSETS

Stocks and work in progress

Debtors

Cash at bank and in hand

Creditors: amounts falling 
due within one year

Net current assets

Total assets less current 
liabilities

 
Creditors: amounts falling 
due after more than one 
year

Net assets

 
THE FUNDS OF THE 
CHARITY:

Restricted funds in surplus

Restricted funds in deficit

Blackheath village Christmas 
lights

Total restricted funds

 
Unrestricted funds

Revaluation reserve 

Unrestricted income funds 

Total unrestricted funds

Total charity funds

2,500

4,668

34,244

41,412

750

4,857

35,139

40,746

(10,416) (2,705)

30,996

 
608,853

38,041

 
576,670

577,857 538,629

(1,599)

607,254

(1,763)

574,907

14,201 17,915

593,113

607,254

557,052

574,907

(60) (60)

29,858

563,255

629 

556,423

14,141 17,855

2017 (£) 2016 (£)
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SOCIETY MANAGEMENT

PHOTO CREDITS

PRESIDENT

CHAIR

Dame Helen Reeves

VICE-CHAIR

Howard Shields

Sacha Bright

Neil Rhind MBE

VICE-CHAIR

David Walker

TREASURER

Paul Watts FCA

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

SECRETARY

John Bartram

Philip Binns RIBA  

retired December 2017

Allan Griffin

Nicholas Patton

Nicola Peers

Fiona Sanderson 

Alex Schweitzer RIBA

The Society would like to thank 

our member Tim Keeler for the 

cover photograph, taken from the 

steeple of St Michael’s church, and 

the one on page 13. Thanks also 

to the following for permission to 

reproduce the photographs in this 

year’s Annual Report: Sacha Bright, 

Howard Shields, Pippa Stanton, 

Diane Summers, David Walker 

and Liz Wright. All the historical 

photographs come from the 

Society’s archive collection and the 

Annual Report was produced  

by John Bartram and designed by 

Pippa Stanton.

Diane Summers 

from March 2018

Liz Wright

Helma Zebregs

Cabs in Tranquil Vale in 1900
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