














years, until his recent retirement. He ha
generously decided that wonderful
collection of his negatives, prints and 35mm
slides covering Blackheath, Lewisham anc
Greenwich should be held in the Society
collection in order that it can have a greate
circulation. His work remains his copyright.

Granville Park following the storm in 1987

Arising from all this the Society is
considering establishing an Archive Project
to catalogue, store and possibly digitise thg
collection in the Society’s possession -
some 2000-3000 images in total. Such

project would require funding, and also
support in the form of expert advice on the
cataloguing/digitisation aspects.

We would like to hear from any member
who might either have professional
experience in this area, or would simply be
prepared to assist with the considerable tas
of cataloguing and scanning this wonderfu
asset for the benefit of future members an
Blackheath residents.

“Guardians of the Heath”

Work on this history of the Blackheath
Society, the final part of our fGanniversary

celebration, is now nearing completion.
The background to it was given in our
December 2008 Newsletter.

It is likely to be lainched at about the time
of our next Newsletter, in July, and full
details will be sent to members then.
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Frank Smith

Frank stepped down as Chairman of the
Society at the end of 2008 after five and a
half years in office. =~ He took over at a
difficult time, when we were without a
Secretary. With valuable assistance from
others he maintained continuity with
characteristic determination and efficiency.
During his time in office the Society
continued its work in its traditional fields,
and we saw, interlia, the introduction of
the 20 mph speed limit in the Village, the
successful conclusion of the Society’'s
campaign to force Starbucks to conform to
planning regulations, the introduction of the
sponsored concerts, and the publication of
the Village Trail. The impending
publication of “Guardians of the Heath”
owes much to Frank's efforts and
enthusiasm.

Frank led our Committee meetings with an
admirable blend of firmness and humour.
We are fortunate that he will continue as
Vice Chairman, thus helping to make the
changeover to his successor as seamless as
possible.

Peter Dean

Peter resigned as Vice Chairman in January,
but will remain on the Committee. He has
been a member of the Committee since
1993, and Vice Chairman since 1999. His
wide experience of planning issues, Peter
has been of great service in a variety of
fields, including Lewisham planning
matters, transport, and work on the Library
Square project. We are very fortunate that
we shall continue to a the benefit of his
experience.

Website

As promised last year, we have updated the
Society’'s website, and improved the
software to enable us to update it easily
ourselves. You can find it at
www.blackheath.org The content of the
website will be graddly updated, and we
welcome members’ feedback on this.




Part of this update will cover links to other
appropriate local organisations and their
activities — members with suggestions on
suitable content should contact the
Secretary.

The Society is still seeking a volunteer to
assist with its communications and editorial
efforts, including the website — we are keen
to hear from anyone with experience in this
area.

Answer to What is it and where is it? No. 7

Our picture shows the thriving café in
Manor House Gardens, Lee. By the mid-
‘90s, thanks to lack of money and a
government-enforced regime of lowest price
tendering, this pretty little Lewisham park
was looking very run-down and prey to
vandalism. Now, thanks to Heritage Lottery
funding and an imaginative approach by the
council and its contractors Glendale, it both
looks good and works well. Part of the
answer lies in the building that houses this
café; it also contains a park keeper’s office
and loos. A children’s play area lies
alongside.

All this adds up to an effective formula for
keeping the park well-used and well-
maintained, and has helped to win it a Green
Flag Award (note the flag on the left of our
picture) - one of nine green flags won by
Lewisham parks. The café — which is
something of a community centre, with
cards offering blissful childbirth, lessons in
Mandarin Chinese, and two or three kinds of
yoga — is run by a company called
Pistachios in the Park. Its owner, Aysin

Djemil, believes cafes are a key feature in
making urban parks come alive, and is busy
franchising Pistachios formula elsewhere —
East Greenwich Pleasaunce (one of four
Greenwich Green Flag parks) will be his
next to open.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
2 May 2009 )
6 June 2009 ) First Saturday

4 July 2009 ) in the month
Graffiti removal sessions at 2.30 p.m.

Meet outside minicab office at Blackheath
Station. Contact Meg Dinkeldein on 8856 3545
for further details

Saturday 6 June 2009
Annual Cricket Match against the Greenwich
Society in Greenwich Park

Thursday 22 October 2009
Annual General Meeting at the Halls at
7.30 p.m.

WELCOME TO THE FOLLOWING NEW
MEMBERS OF THE SOCIETY

(Those who have joined since the last Newsletter)

Dr. & Mrs. M.F. Ansell

Ms. A. Burr

Stuart Johnstone & Lena Lindsay
Mrs. B. O’Neill
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